Case Study Paper 1 Instructions 
Comm 102: Interpersonal Communication


Meets Learning Objective 3b: Engage in self-reflection of your own communicative behaviors in order to improve your individual well-being and relational well-being with others. 

For this case study paper, you will write a 2-3 page paper that has you delve further into one of the case study stories within your textbook. The purpose of this is for you to perform a deeper analysis into one of the stories using your own experiences and interpersonal communication concepts from class. For grading criteria, see the Case Study Paper Rubric.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Case Studies: 

1. Choose to write about ONE of the following Case Study stories:
· Story 4: The whole truth and nothing but the truth? Negotiating face and revealing difficult information

Answer the following questions
 
1. Although Sarah decided to tell her mother in person about the pregnancy and not to reveal the news in a text message, there may be some advantages of revealing difficult information in person. What are three advantages of revealing difficult information in person? What are three disadvantages of revealing information in person? Which medium (e.g., in person, telephone, Facetime, e-mail, letter, text message) do you believe is most effective and appropriate for revealing different types of difficult information?

2. Consider the risks and benefits associated with revealing deeply personal information. What are three risks and three benefits of self-disclosure that you can derive from Sarah’s story? In your opinion, did Sarah make the right choice by disclosing to Julie, Jeff, and her mother? Should she tell anyone else? If you were to find yourself in Sarah’s situation, how would you assess the risks and benefits of telling others?

3. How do you think Elaine (Sarah’s mother) reacted once she learned her daughter’s news? In other words, if you were to write the ending to this story, how would it conclude?



Paper Format

Your paper must adhere to the following format:

· Title Page: 
The paper should include a separate (that is, it does not count toward the 2-3 page requirement) title page as the first page of your document. The title page includes your title, your name, section # and class time,and page number.  

· Paper Layout: 
You should simply number the questions (e.g., 1, 2, 3) and answer each in complete sentences (no lists or bullet points). The paper must be 2-3 FULL pages in length (The Title Page and Rubric do not count toward the total page count). The paper should be typed and double-spaced, use 12-point Times New Roman font, have 1” margins, have page numbers, and be stapled. There should be no additional spacing at the top of your paper or between paragraphs. You may need to change the default settings in Microsoft Word to meet these formatting requirements. 

· Rubric: 
The paper should include a copy of the Case Study Paper rubric. It must be attached as the last page of your final paper. See the “Case Study Paper Rubric.   

